Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



«<^W<rK ? /(}V^ 



(^ 






ST. BOTOLPH, 



WITHOUT 



ALDERSGATE. 



NOTES 



ON 



ST. BOTOLPH, 



WITHOUT 



ALDERSGATE, 



LONDON. 



BY 

JOHN STAPLES, F.S.A., 

Alderman of the Ward of Aldersgate, 



PRINTED FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION, 

iSSi. 



LONDON 
PRINTED BY W. H. AND L. COLLINGRIDCI, 
X54, ALDERSGATE STREET. 



.... .» 



Ji. < 4 




PREFACE. 



On the occasion of opening for the recreation of 
the public the garden formerly reserved as the burial 
ground of St. Botolph, I took part in the proceedings, 
as Alderman of the Ward of Aldersgate. The associa- 
tions connected with the spot seemed a fitting subject 
of consideration at such a time, and led me to give a 
brief account of the Church, and the ancient fraternities 
established in it. 

The company present expressed a desire that my 
remarks should be printed. 

Some additional information has been collected 
from various sources, and these NOTES are now 
offered as a small contribution to our knowledge of 
the condition and usages of those who dwelt in our 
own locality in byegone days, with the hope that they 
may not be without interest to the present inhabitants 
of St. Botolph, without Aldersgate. 
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THE CHURCH OF ST. BOTOLPH, 
WITHOUT ALDERSGATE. 



The Parish Church of St. Botolph was built on the bank 
of the town ditch, between the City wall and Little 
Britain, immediately without Aldersgate, but within the 
liberty, or freedom, of London. It stands at the comer 
of Aldersgate Street where Little Britain terminates. 

The church is of considerable antiquity, though the 
date when it was founded is not accurately known. " It 
was of old a rectory, but is now a curacy. The patronage 
was anciently in the dean and chapter of St. Martin's, 
but unappropriated till the time of Richard 11." * 

That the canons possessed property in Aldersgate at 
a very early period is shown by the following writs, 
transcribed in the register of St. Martin*s-le-Grand : 

" Stephen, King of England, to Osbert Otto, Dean, and 
to all his barons, and sheriffs, and ministers of London, 
greeting : 

" I command you that you cause to be reseised (to) 
the Church of St. Martin's, London, and the canons 

* Newcourt's " Repertorium," 1708, vol. i. p. 306. 
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thereof, their land and houses in Aldersgate, whereof the 
sons of Hubert the younger unjustly and without judg- 
ment dis-seised them, as they were thereof seised before 
the Bishop of Sarum * was taken at Oxford (1139) and 
as I have commanded by another my writ, and that 
which the said (sons) afterwards took, you do cause to be 
justly restored." 

And another from 

"Stephen to Andrew Burg and the sheriffs, and all 
his men of London, greeting : 

" I command that Roger, bishop of Sarum, do hold 
the Church of St. Martin, London, and all the lands per- 
taining to the same, in the City and without, as well and 
honourably as he better held in the time of King Henry, 

and for some time afterwards And let 

them (the dean and canons) be re-seised of the land in 
Aldersgate of which he and the canons were dis-seised 
by the sons of Hubert the younger, &c." 

This Church is mentioned in 1279, in a writ of 
Edward I. addressed to the sheriffs of London, com- 
manding them to imprison the then priest of St. 
Botolph's. It runs thus : — 

"Our well-beloved in Christ, William de Meleton, 
dean of our Free Chapel of St. Martin-the-Great, 
London, has signified to us by his letters patent that 
Richard de Medhurst, vicar of the Church of St. Botolph, 
without Aldersgate, London, immediately subjected to 
the jurisdiction of the said chapel, has been excommuni- 
cated on account of manifest contumacy, and is not 
willing to be justified by ecclesiastical censure. Where- 
fore, as the royal power should not be wanting to aid the 
most Holy Church in her complaints, we command you 
to do justice upon the said Richard by his body accord- 

* Roger, bishop of Saram, 1107-1142, was then d^an of St. Martin's. 
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ing to the custom of England until he shall have made 
satisfaction to the Church for the injury he has done to 
her. Witness ourself at Westminster, the 28th July, in 
the seventh year of our reign. 

While the church remained a rectory unappropriated, 
we find entries* of the admission of the following 
Rectors : — 

Nom. Reg. Libb. Rectores. Patroni. 

Baudake 86 John de Steventon Dec. Ecd. sive. 

pr.5 Kal. Sept. 1333. 

98 Matthew de Coorteoay Liberae capellse Regis, 

pr. 16 Kal. Sept. 1336. S. Martini magniLond. 

Maitland, in his "History ot London," says that a 
house anciently given to the parishioners was by them 
demised upon lease to Richard Rothingfin 13 19. The 
earliest entry in the Parish Records is of a license dated 
the 26th September, 1392, from Richard II. to John de 
Thornton and Philip atte Vyne, to give and assign 
each "one messuage with appurtenances without Aldriche- 
gate, in the suburbs of London, which are held in free 
burgage, as the whole City of London is," to Ralph de 
Kesteven, parson of the Church of St. Botolph, and his 
successors for ever. Three years afterwards, Ralph de 
Kesteven, reciting the king's licence, granted the rents of 
the said messuages to the churchwardens in aid and 
support of the fabric and ornaments, and other necessaries 
of the church of St. Botolph for ever. The parishioners 
still hold this property. 

Richard II., by letters patent bearing date at Pem- 
broke, 2 1st May, 1399, gave license to Thomas Stanley, 
dean of St. Martin's, and patron of St Botolph's, to 
appropriate the income thereof (at that time not 

• Newcourt, " Rep.," vol. i., p. 306. 
t Richard Rothing was Sherift of London in 1326. 
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exceeding five marks per annum) to the collegiate 
church of St. Martin, for the celebration of a perpetual 
anniversary for Anne, his late Queen, on the day of her 
death, during his life ; the said anniversary to be kept, 
after his decease, both for himself and his said queen, on 
the day of his death for ever.* 

The church of St. Botolph was accordingly united and 
appropriated to the said royal chapel of St. Martin's-le- 
Grand on the i8th of December, 1399, by virtue of a 
commission granted for that purpose by Robert Bray- 
brooke, then Bishop of London, to Thomas Stow, L.D., 
his official, as may be seen in the London Registry ; by 
which appropriation there is expressly reserved an 
annual pension of 6s. 8d. to the Bishop of London and 
his successors ; of 3s. 4d. to the Dean and Chapter of 
St. Paul's ; and 6s. 8d. (besides 2s. 6d., usually paid for 
procurations) to the Archdeacons of London for their 
indemnity ; to be paid to them respectively, and their 
successors, at the Feasts of Easter and St. Michael for 
ever ;t as also a sufficient maintenance (but to what sum 
or value is not expressed) for one parochial chaplain to 
serve the cure. 

King Henry IV., by letters patent dated Sth June 
(4th Henry IV.), 1403, reciting the appropriation and 
union, grants and confirms the same to the Dean 
of St. Martin's-le-Grand, London, and his successors, 
upon condition to keep yearly for ever the anniversary 
of Mary, his late consort, and the anniversaries of 
Johanna, the then queen, and of the King, after their 
several deceases. 

By letters patent dated 23rd July, 1 503 (18 Henry VII.), 

* Newcourt, •* Rep.," vol. i. p. 306. 

t There is an entry in the Registry of the Dean and Chapter of St. 
Paul*s, of the payment of these pensions by Richard Derham, Dean of St. 
Martin's, 24th July, 1403. Pixide T. 
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the King gave and granted the advowson and patronage- 
of the free chapel of St. Martin's-le-Grand, London, and 
the deanery of the same, to the abbot, prior and convent 
of St. Peter, Westminster, to hold to them and their 
successors in free, pure, and perpetual frankalmoign 
for ever. 

The reasons for this grant are not difficult to trace. 

Henry V. cherished a peculiar veneration for West- 
minster Abbey, and added to the Church some of its 
most essential features. In his will he declared his inten- 
tion to be buried in the Abbey, and he Wcis accordingly 
buried there, November 7th, 1422, with great pomp and 
splendour. 

Henry VI. entertained an equal veneration with his 
father for the Confessor's Shrine, and a similar desire 
that it should be his own last resting place. It is on 
record that, accompanied by his confessor, Thomas 
Manning, and the abbot, he visited the Abbey and 
selected "a convenient place'* in which to be buried, 
" where my father and ancestors lie, near St Edward." 

Henry VII. having obtained the crown as heir of the 
House of Lancaster, and next of kin of his uncle, 
Henry VL, the last of the Lancastrian line before him, 
determined to pay every honour in his power to the 
memory of that unfortunate prince ; who, having 
been buried in the most negligent and humble manner 
at Chertsey, was afterwards removed by Richard III. to 
St. George's Chapel, at Windsor, as a place more suited 
to the dignity of the crown he had worn. To bestow on 
his remains their due honour, Henry VII. proposed to 
build and endow a chapel at Windsor, as a mausoleum 
for them, and to erect therein a monument of appropriate 
magnificence. He also applied to the Court of Rome for 
the canonisation of the murdered king. While this request 
was under the consideration of the Roman Consistory, 
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the Abbot and monks of Westminster presented their 
claim for the distinction, of having the body of that 
unfortunate but pious monarch removed to their church, 
as it was the place which he, when living, had specially 
appointed for his place of burial. This honour was con- 
tested by Chertsey, Windsor, and Westminster before 
the Privy Council, the King being present ; and the right 
was, with great solemnity and perfect unanimity, deter- 
mined in favour of Westminster. His Majesty was 
therefore influenced, from these circumstances, to erect 
the sumptuous building which bears his name, on the 
spot where it now stands.* 

It was to be his chantry as well as his tomb, and he 
provided by endowment for an immense apparatus of 
services, which required a stately edifice — almost a 
second Abbey — to contain the new establishment of 
monks who were to " sing in their stalls, as long as the 
world shall endure, orisons for himself, his Queen, and 
all Christian people." t 

The chapel (still called by his name), dedicated to 
the Holy Virgin, was built behind the High Altar 
of the venerable Abbey church of Westminster; it will 
ever command the admiration of all lovers of art for the 
inimitable richness and delicacy of its architectural 
decorations. 

By a formal indenture, dated 17th July, 1503, between 
the King, Henry VII., and Islip, Abbot of Westminster, 
estates of more than a thousand marks in yearly value' 
were granted to the Abbot in support of the chantry and 
chapel. The advowson and possessions of the Deanery 
of "Sainte Martin's-le-Grande, in the citie of London, 
with chanonries, prebends, churches, and chapells, and 
all lands, ten'ts, and possessions, with all profits, 

* Rymer's " Foedera," Tom xiL, p. 562-5. 

I Malcolm's '* Lond. Redivivum," vol. i., p. 226. 
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com'odities, emoluments, and appurtenances of the same 
deanery, &c., &c.," were also given to him and his 
successors for this same purpose for ever. The church 
of St. Botolph, without Aldersgate, as an appurtenance 
of St. Martin's-le- Grand, thus became annexed to St. 
Peier's, Westminster. 

At the time of the Reformation all the religious 
houses were dissolved, and the monastery of St. Peter's, 
Westminster, was surrendered to the Crown on the i6th 
January, 1539-40.* 

On the 17th December, 1540, letters patent were 
issued by Henry VIII. erecting it into a cathedral, to 
consist of a bishop, a dean, and twelve prebendaries. 
In this new establishment Thomas Thirlby, then dean 
of the King's Chapel, was appointed bishop, with the 
entire county of Middlesex, except Fulham, for his 
diocese. The late Abbot was appointed dean, and the 
monks received either appointments or pensions. 

Shortly after the foundation, the King endowed the 
bishopric, granting the Bishop the late Abbot's house 
for his palace, and a revenue out of the estate of 
the dissolved monastery. The patent for the endow- 
ment for the Dean and Chapter of St. Peter's, West- 
minster, whereby lands were assigned for this purpose 
from the estate of the late Monastery, including the site, 
inclosure, &c., of the late College of St. Martin's-le- Grand 
and the Rectory of St. Botolph, without Aldersgate, to 
the annual value of £2^164^ was not granted until the 
5th of August, iS42.t 

In 1547 (ist Edward VI.) the lands and hereditaments 
belonging to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster 
passed into the King's hands in pursuance of an Act of 
Parliament, entitled, "An Act whereby certain Chantries, 

* Ackennann's * History of St. Peter's, Westminster," vol- i p. 226. 
Parish Record?. 
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Colleges, Free Chapels, and the possessions of the same, 
be given to the King's Majesty." * 

On March 29th, 1550, Bishop Thirlby surrendered hiy 
bishopric of Westminster to Edward VI., by who» 
it was suppressed. The lands of the bishopric passed 
into various hands, and it was on this occasion, out of tie 
appropriation of the estates of Westminster to fill np 
the needs of London, that the proverb arose of " robbing 
Peter to pay Paul " — a proverb which, indeed, then 
carried with it the fullest significance that the woids 
can bear.t 

On the dissolution of this bishopric, the diocese was 
restored to the See of London; and the exempted 
places, in which Westminster was included, were placed 
under the jurisdiction of its Bishop. As this suppression 
was made by the King's letters patent, and no notice was 
taken in them of the Dean and Chapter (who had been 
established by Henry VIII. in the same charter with 
the bishopric), either as annexed to the See of London, 
or as not involved in the suppression, doubts arose con- 
cerning the legal nature of their canonical condition. 
An Act of Parliament being passed which constituted 
the church of St. Peter's a cathedral within that diocese, 
St. Martin's-le-Grand, with St. Botolph and its other 
dependencies, were, in consequence, subjected for a short 
time to the See of London, but by a statute 5 and 6 
Edward VL (1551-2), were restored to the Dean and 
Chapter of Westminster, as fully as their predecessors, 
the Abbot and convent, had enjoyed them. 

Upon the accession of Queen Mary % she determined 
to bring back this establishment to its former character, 
and in spite of the opposition of the Dean and Chapter, 
re-instituted the Monastery by a charter dated at 

• Parish Records. t Stanley's "Westminster Abbey," p. 465. 

J Neale's "Westminster/* vol. i., p. no. 
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Croydon the 7th of September 1556. The Chapter 
received a licence from the celebrated Cardinal Pole, 
who was then the Pope's legate, authorising the sur- 
render of their estates to the Queen, that they might 
be granted to the restored foundation. When this was 
done the Cardinal gave the new Abbot and monks pos- 
session with much solemnity. Thus St. Martin's-le- 
Grand and St. Botolph reverted to their original masters. 

This state of things did not, however, last long, for 
by an Act passed in Queen Elizabeth's first parliament, 
the abbey was surrendered to the Queen, with all its 
possessions, and the Abbot and monks were removed 
from Westminster on the 12th July, 1559. 

Her Majesty, by Royal charter signed on the 21st of 
May, 1 560, re-founded the abbey as a collegiate church, 
on a basis nearly similar to the establishment made by 
Henry VHL, the endowments consisting of all the lands 
and property that had belonged to the late Abbot and 
convent. The parish church of St. Botolph was of course 
included in the transfer to the Dean and Chapter, and in 
their hands it has remained ever since. It is, however, 
still subject to the Bishop of London, and under him to 
the Archdeacon of London, to whom it pays procurations. 
But, being a donative or curacy, pays neither firstfruits 
nor tenths to the King. 

An annuity of £j was given to the parish by King 
Edward VI., payable for ever out of his High Court of 
Exchequer. This grant, which is still paid by the 
Treasury, was confirmed by (i & 2) Philip and Mary, 
28th November, 1554, viz. : — 

" A grant of ;^ 7 to the wardens of the parish church of 
St. Botolph, without Aldersgate, London, yearly : — 

"A pension or annual rent of ;£'7, appropriated for the 
maintenance of a priest to assist the cure and administer 
divine service in the said church, out of the Treasury 
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of the Lord the King, by the hands of the said receivers 
of the said city and county, at Easter and Feast of St. 
Michael Archangel." 

In the year 1627 the steeple of the Church of St. 
Botolph, being very much decayed and perished, was, 
so far as was found needful, pulled down apd rebuilded 
with Portland stone, beautified with new battlements 
and a turret ; some part of the church repaired, and 
many of the pews new made. A new clock and dial 
were also provided at the charge of the parishioners. 
The cost of all this amounted to;f4iS.* The earliest 
books of the Churchwardens' accounts show pay- 
ments of considerable sums of money in 1637, and 
several succeeding years, for repairs, &c., to the 
church, but they afford no information in reference to 
the rebuilding. 

By the return made of this church in 1636, it appeared 
that the impropriation was worth £300 per annum to the 
Dean and Chapter of Westminster, who were to provide 
a curate ; " but the allowance made by them to him is 
such a trifle as not to deserve mentioning ; wherefore he 
is chiefly maintained by the surplice fees, bequests, and 
a collection among the parishioners."t 

The church escaped total destruction in the great 
fire of 1666, although it suffered considerable injury, 
but immediately afterwards the necessary repairs were 
carried out and the service restored. It stood on the 
same site as the present one, J and was a plain erection 
of the pointed style, much defaced by alteration. In 
the south wall were four mulHoned windows of three 
lights, with arched heads of a simple and common form. 
The church was made into a nave and side-aisles by 

* Stow's "Survey." Edition 172a Book 3, p. 113. 

t Newcourt, " Rep.," vol. i., p. 306, 

X Allen's " History of London," vol. iii. p. 40. 
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pointed arches resting upon clustered columns composed 
of an union of four small cylinders to a square pier, 
in the same style as those which may be seen in 
the few ancient parish churches still remaining in the 
metropolis. • The nave was lighted by a clerestory of 
dormer windows. The structure was low, and the 
woodwork old. 

Hatton, writing in 1708, says that "it is of the old 
Gothic order, with galleries on the north and west sides 
of the church ; also good oak pews, and a pulpit carved 
of the same species of timber. There is little ornament ; 
the altarpiece is old painting, with columns of the 
composite order, adorned with three cherubim; over 
which is a glory, with the sacred word * God ' done in 
Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English, and the portraiture 
of Moses on one side and Aaron on the other side of the 
commandments; which altarpiece is rendered more 
ornamental by the many fine old monuments situated 
near it. And the Queen's arms are at the eastern end of 
the south aisle. 

" The church is in length (/.^., that part paved and the 
chancel) 78 feet ; breadth, 51 feet ; height, about 25 feet ; 
and that of the steeple, about 65 feet (the tower and 
turret), in which are five bells to ring in peal." 

There were formerly shops built against the wall at 
the eastern end of the church. At a Committee of 
Vestry, loth December, 1733, it was ordered that the 
churchwardens " do pull down the shops at the east end 
of the church, and pave the same with square stones, 
and put down good large posts of oak (with the tops 
capt) at the full extent of the ground where the shops 
stood." These posts are shown in the engraving of the 
old church published in 1737. 

In the course of the century after the great fire, the 
fabric of the church became so ruinous that in 1753 it 
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was found necessary to rebuild it. An Act of Parliament 
was passed in this year* to authorise the raising of 
the necessary funds for the purpose, the preamble of 
the Act reciting that the parish church " is a very 
ancient fabric, and, notwithstanding the continual 
expenses the inhabitants have been at (sk) in repair- 
ing and supporting the same, the whole building is 
now very much decayed and out of repair," .... and 
forasmuch " as borrowing monies upon the credit of this 
Act will be the most speedy and effectual method to 
accomplish the pious purposes aforesaid, be it there- 
fore enacted that the sum of ;f i,Soo be raised by 
annuities at 8 per cent, per annum ; that rates be made 
on lands and houses, not exceeding 6d. in the pound, as 
rated to the land-tax: two-thirds of the rates being 
paid by the landlord, and the other third by the tenant 
— the rates to have continuance so long as the annuities 
granted under this Act shall have continuance, and no 

longer."t 

The building then erected is described as a plain 

brick edifice, with a tower, supported on a sort of arch- 
work, and crowned with an open turret and its fane. J 
It has nothing in its external appearance to attract 
attention, but the interior is elegant, and displays a 
profusion of architectural ornament. In the semi- 
circular niche, at the eastern end, are three windows 



* 26 George II., cap. 94. 

t The maximum rate of six pence in the £, was levied in I755» and 

produced — £ s. d. 

1st precinct, 21 19 8 

2nd ,, 16 14 o 

3rd „ 18 9 2 

4th „ 32 8 I 

Lordship 25 2 2 

''Annuities" appear for the first time in 1758-9, £^^ 8s. 
X Entick's ''London,*' vol. iii., p. 34a 
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filled with stained glass, by James Pierson. The one 
immediately above the altar is arched, and has the 
representation of a painted curtain attached to it, which 
appears to be drawn up to display the painting, the 
subject of which is the " Agony in the Garden." The 
persons represented are our Saviour and two angels. 
It is dated 1788. The head of our Saviour is finely 
executed, but the angels are more material in appear- 
ance than even the majority of material beings * The 
side windows contain whole lengths of St. Peter and 
St John. 

No information has been obtained of the manner in 
which the affairs of the parish were managed previous 
to the commencement of the 17th century. 

About the year 1605 a petition was presented to the 
Bishop of London by the churchwardens, and other 
citizens and parishioners, alleging, that through the 
general admittance of all sorts of parishioners into their 
vestries, there falleth out great disquietness and 
hindrance to the good proceedings, which they desire 
should be in the said parish ; and they desire that 
twenty-four persons named, besides the Dean of West- 
minster, their parson, and the ordinary minister for the 
time being, might be appointed, continually to be vestry- 
men, for ordering and directing such things as are done 
by the parish. The Bishop approved the prayer of the 
petition, and a faculty was granted accordingly, sanction- 
ing the appointment of the said persons to be the Select 
Vestry, exclusive of all others. Vacancies by death or 
resignation were to be filled by the choice of the greater 
number of the vestry. From an entry in the parish 
books, 23rd September, 1645, it appears that at that 
time, each precinct nominated annually certain numbers 
(not specified) to be members of the Select Vestry, and 

* Allen's " London," vol, iii., p. 41. 
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** to do, agitate, and assist at all manner of parish business, 
and generally to manage the affairs of the parish." 

The result of the system of excluding the parishioners 
as a body from the control of their own affairs, was not 
satisfactory. Complaints were made of neglect of the 
interests of the parish, of undue preferences, of improper 
applications of the funds, and the want of proper accounts. 
Exceptions were taken to the proceedings of the vestryi 
and great feuds and animosities arose in consequence. 

The discontent of the inhabitants culminated in 1732 
in the appointment of a committee to investigate the 
condition of the affairs of the parish. Their report, 
divested of the personalities which pervaded it, showed 
that the time had come when a change was necessary, 
and in 1733, in order to compose the unhappy differ- 
ences which prevailed, and prevent them from arising 
for the future, the gentlemen composing the Select 
Vestry did voluntarily and unanimously agree to dissolve 
the said vestry. 

By mutual agreement an arrangement was made 
that the General Vestry should appoint a Committee to 
manage the affairs of the parish. In the churchwardens* 
books it is recorded that on the 24th of April, 1733, a 
General Vestry was held, when thirty-seven gentlemen 
were selected to constitute, with the minister and the 
two churchwardens, a committee for that purpose. 

The first vestry clerk was Philip Traheron, who was 
also reader and lecturer. He was appointed on the 27th 
June, 1666, when the vestrj'" granted to him £\'^ 6s. 8d., 
Tamworth's gift, for reading divine service on week- 
days, and ;^io as additional thereto for reading on 
Sundays, and making parish books \ and ;£'i2 as a 
donation from Mr. Wells, then minister \ and for further 
expectations the said Philip was referred to the bounty 
of the parish. 
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Until 1826 the minister of St. Botolph was paid a 
stipend from the Rectory, viz., Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster, of £\6 a year, which, with the fees and 
payments from the churchwardens, probably made up 
his income to ^£'150 or jfi'i/o a year. 

In 1826 a special Act of Parliament was passed, 
which commuted the tithes of the Dean and Chapter, 
or their lessee, for a net annual sum of ;^I,I50, and 
secured £lQO a year out of that sum to the incumbent. 

Until and at the presentatation of the Rev. W. C. F. 
Webber, in 1845, the presentation was to a perpetual 
curacy or chaplaincy, addressed, not to the Bishop of 
London, but to the incumbent himself. The incum- 
bency became a vicarage by the Act of Parliament of 
the late Bishop Wilberforce, with all others where the 
living is an integral parish. The present vicar, the 
Rev. S. Flood Jones, is the first "instituted" to the 
Vicarage of the church and parish, and inducted in the 
usual form. 

The house, 1 1, Charterhouse Square, which had been 
inhabited by the Rev. T. H. Causton when incumbent 
of the parish, was purchased in 1846 as the vicarage of 
the parish, of Mr. Thomas Tanner, a City merchant, for 
the sum of £1,700, under Gilbert's Act. There was no 
contribution from the parish funds, but the money was 
raised as follows : 

Sale of Reduced 3 per Cents, belonging to the 

living, in the hands of Queen Anne's Bounty ... 

Donation by Dean and Chapter of Westminster ... 

Do. T. W. Bramston, lessee 

Do. W. C. F. Webber 

Loan from Queen Anne's Bounty on mortgage of 
the living, according to the Act repayable in 33 
years, with interest at 3} per cent. 

By arrangement with the Postmaster-General in 1829, 
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for the purpose of improving the approaches to the new 
General Post Office, the front of the church was set 
back eight feet in a line with the burial ground. The 
additional space thus obtained was given to the public, 
and added to the width of the street. The cost of the 
alteration paid by the parish was £lSl ^s. 2d. 

The churchyard was closed for interments under an 
Order in Council dated 8th August, 1853. 

Public notice was given (see London Gazette 30th 
November, 1858) that the churchwardens intended to 
plant, pave, or cover over the churchyard and burial 
ground of the parish, and that persons having relations 
interred in the said churchyard or burial ground might 
remove the remains of such relations, and any monu- 
ments, tombs, or gravestones erected to their memory. 

No steps were, however, taken to improve the church- 
yard until July, 1880, when a report was presented by 
the churchwardens and overseers, at the instance of Mr. 
Churchwarden Sims, calling attention to its neglected 
and insanitary condition. The vestry, in consequence, 
resolved that it should forthwith be put into good order, 
and under certain regulations be in future kept open for 
the use of the parishioners and the public. 

On the 28th of October, 1880, the churchyard was 
accordingly opened as a garden and recreation ground 
for the parishioners and the public by the Alderman, 
the Common Council of the ward, the Clergy, the 
Churchwardens, and Parish Officers. 
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FRATERNITY OF THE HOLY TRINITY. 

There were three Fraternities* or Brotherhoods founded 
in the church of St. Botolph, without Aldersgate ; namely, 
those of the Holy Trinity, St. Katherine, and St. Fabian 
and St. Sebastian. 

" The Fraternity of the Holy Trinity, was ordained 
^citra* feast of Easter, 48 Edward HI. (1374), in the 
church of St. Botolph, without Aldersgate, in honor of 
Corpus Christi, and for the sustentation of 13 wax lights 
burning about the sepulchre in the same church during 
Easter time. For support of which the brethren pay one 
penny each. And afterward in the Sth year following, to 
wit, 2nd Richard H., the fraternity was multiplied (/.^., 
increased) by Divine Grace; and the brethren agreed 
spontaneously that each brother and his wife should pay 
1 2d. annually for said wax lights, and for a chaplain to 
celebrate in the said church, " quolibet die in auror4 diei 
pro operariis et laborariis ibidem missam audiendna ;' 
which said chaplain still celebrates. And because the 
brethren and sisters could not assemble on Easter day, 
on account of the solemnity of the Feast of Easter, it 
was agreed they should meet on Trinity Day in the said 
church, to hear mass in honor of Corpus Christi and 
Holy Trinity, and to make their oblations there. 

"And if any brother or sister would have *capuc de 
sectclFratemitatis,'heshallwillinglyhave it at his own cost. 

" Of their alms the brethren and sisters have provided 
one missal, and one chalice, which are in the said church, 
worth ten marks. 

* The terms, Fraternity, Brotherhood, or Gild, appear to have been 
used indiscriminately. 

C 
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" The master of the Fraternity is Philip atte Vigne 
(A.D. 1388). * 

Maitland says,t that near the north-east comer of 
Little Britain, in Aldersgate Street, stood an Hospital, 
Hall, or Priory, belonging to the Abbey of Cluny in 
France; which, among other alien foundations, being 
suppressed by Henry V, his Majesty granted its revenues 
to the parishioners of St. Botolph, on condition that they 
should found in their church, a Fraternity or altar to 
the Holy Trinity. % 

Henry VI., by a charter § dated at Westminster, 24 
Henry, VI. (1446), to the honor of the Trinity, and of 
the blessed and glorious Virgin Mary, and for twenty 
marks paid into the hanaper, gave licence to Dame 

* Chancery Gild Returns, 12th Richard II. No. 24A, London. 

t Vol. ii. p. 765. 

X No confirmation can be found for this statement, made by Maitland, 
that the property %oas given on condition of founding a Fraternity, Stow 
simply mentions the Hospital as a French order, and therefore sup- 
pressed ; Leland and Newcourt quote Stow ; and Tanner's Notitia 
Monasticon fixes the date of the suppression as the 3 Henry V. 

The Hustings Rolls at Guildhall have been examined from 3 Henry V. 
to 4 Henry VI. (at which period the present indexes terminate) and they 
do not furnish any information of a gift from either of those Kings to this 
Fraternity. 

A careful search through the Patent Rolls of the 3 and 4 Henry V. has 
failed to produce the grant from the King to the parishioners. The grant 
may have been made subsequently to this period, and probably shortly 
anterior to the Charter of Henry VI., but there being no exhaustive 
indexes to the Patent Rolls for this period, it cannot be readily traced. 

Most probably the revenues in question were given as an addition to the 
property of the Fraternity founded in the time of Edward IIL The brethren 
having become prosperous, would naturally be anxious to have a Charter 
of Incorporation containing a licence in Mortmain to enable them to hold 
lands, &c., and this they eventually obtained from Henry VI. De la 
Force (vol. iv., pp. 157-335) alludes to an old catalogue in the library of 
Cluny, of the Manuscripts of this House, numbering i,8oo documents. If 
the Cartulary of Cluny could be found, it would prove the existence of the 
Hospital, and the period and particulars of its suppression. 

§ Patent 24 Henry VI., Part 2, Memb. 12-1. 
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Joan Astley, some time his nurse, with Richard Cawode 
and Thomas Smith, two of the parishioners of the Parish 
Church of St. Botolph, without Aldersgate, that they 
may begin, found, erect, create and establish a Frater- 
nity, or perpetual Guild, of one master, two custodes or 
wardens, and of brethren and sisters of the parishioners 
of the same parish, and of others who would be of the 
same fraternity, for all time to come ; to have per- 
petual succession, and a common seal ; to plead and 
be impleaded ; to have a certain Chantry to celebrate 
divine service at the altar in the south part of the 
same church, for the good estate of ourself, and of our 
Consort, while we shall live, for our souls when we 
shall have departed this life, and for all the faithful 
dead. And that they may acquire, receive, and 
hold lands, tenements, rents, reversions and services, to 
the value of ten marks per annum in London, in aid of 
the support of the Chaplain aforesaid, and also of 
other charges and works of piety. 

This Brotherhood was suppressed by Edward VI. in 
the first year of his reign, and in December of that year 
(a.d. 1548) we find the following grant : — 

"The King's Majesty, Edward VI.,* our Sovereign 
Lord that now is, by his letters patent under the great 
seal of England, bearing date at Westminster the 6th 
day of December, in the first year of his reign, by the 
advice of the Lord Protector's Grace and the rest of his 
Privy Council, gave licence to the Master and Wardens 
of the said Fraternity to give, grant, and alienate the 
said Fraternity, and all the lands and tenements and 
possessions of the same, to the same William Harvey,t 

* Augmentation — Miscellaneous Books, vol. Ixviii. fol. 516. Another 
copy in Aug. Partic. for Grants, Edward VI., Harvye. 

t The name is spelt " Harvye " in the margin, and •* Harvey " in the 
body of the document. Stow gives the name as William Harris, alias 
Sommers. This is a mistake. 

C 2 
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alias Somerset, to his heirs and assigns for ever, to be 
holden of his Majesty by fealty only, and by the pay- 
ment of 13s. 4d. yearly to the King's Court, of the first- 
fruits and tenths, as by the same licence, among other 
things, doth appear. In consideration whereof, the said 
Somerset did agree to surrender to the King's Majesty 
one annuity of ^^20 given to him by the late King 
Henry VIII.,' payable during the said Somerset his life, 
out of the Exchequer, by letters patent dated 19th 
December, anno 28 Henry VIII. And forasmuch as 
before that the same alienation from the said Master 
and Wardens was finished, the statute made anno primo 
Edward VI. gave the same Fraternity, amongst others, 
to the King's hands, by reason whereof the licence could 
not take such effect as the same did purport, his High- 
ness, by the advice of my Lord Protector's Grace and 
the Council, is pleased that the said Somerset shall have 
the said Fraternity, and all the lands and possessions 

thereof, of his Majesty's gift by letters patent to him, his 
heirs, and assigns, for ever, to be holden of his Highness 
by the service and yearly rent aforesaid, to be paid to 
the Augmentation Court ; the said Somerset surrender- 
ing to his Majesty's use the letters patent of the said 
annuity of ;f 20 yearly granted to him during his life in 
form aforesaid." 

The licence to alienate the property was granted by 
King Edward VI. to Alexander Chapman and W. 
Bodell, Master and Wardens of the Fraternity. 

The following particulars of the property conveyed to 
William Harvey, Somerset Herald-at-arms (iSth May — 
2nd Edward VI. — Grant), with the names of the tenants of 
the possessions of the Trinity are given in the Minister's 
account, 2 and 3 Edward VI., No. 33, membrane 45. 

" Property of Gild of Holy Trinity. 

" Trinity Hall, otherwise called the Common Hall ; 
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eight messuages and tenements called Trinity Alley; 
farm of a tenement situated under Trinity Hall ; tene- 
ment on south side of last tenement ; farm of another 
tenement on south side of last tenement ; three other 
tenements, each described as south of the preceding; farm 
of another tenement described ; another with house; the 
Wolle Sacke in Petibretane ; two tenements in Petibre- 
tane ; tenement in Barbican ; another in Barbican ; the 
total annual value being £iy i6s." 

The upper part of the premises, consisting of the hall, 
a messuage, house and tenement, was conveyed (12th 
May, 1561) by Harvey to Richard Emerson, who, being 
religiously moved, and for a certain sum of money to 
him paid {£AS)y sold the same (4th July, 1561) to John 
Melsham and seventeen other citizens, parishioners of 
St. Botolph, and their assigns for ever. 

On the 2nd June, 1582 (24th Elizabeth), a deed poll 
was executed by William Foster and others, reciting a 
grant of Trinity Hall (except the lower part thereof), 
by Richard Emerson and others to John Melsham and 
others, and providing for the renewal of bond for 
performance of covenant in the names of ten or twelve 
persons of the same parish, to be named by the church- 
wardens or by twelve of the most discreet and honest 
persons which had been churchwardens there, to the 
intent that the freehold and inheritance of the same 
might for ever remain in a competent number of feoffees, 
inhabitants of the same parish, &c : 

**The which grant and feoffment was so had and 
made, as is aforesaid, for and to the intent that the same 
messuage, tenement, house, and other the premises, might 
be had and used as a Common Hall and place for the 
assemblies of the churchwardens and overseers and 
parishioners of and within the same parish, for the 
more commodious meetings and assemblies .when and 
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so often as they, for their common causes, should have 
occasion so to meet and assemble." 

The remaining portion, consisting of certain tenements 
under the hall, kitchen, garden, &c., was conveyed by 
the Mayor and Commonalty and citizens of the City of 
London (as Governors of the Royal Hospitals) to 
John Micklethwaite and twenty-two other parishioners 
of St. Botolph, by indenture dated 20th November, 1655, 
in consideration of the sum of ;£"25. 

These properties have been handed down by succes- 
sive feoffees, and are still in possession of the parish. 

" There was a chapel attached to the Hall, in which 
were monuments to the memory of Roger Russel, 
Citizen and Salter ; Nicholas Achele, and others. In the 
windows there, stood divers coats of arms of Cavendish, 
William Purchase, maior of London, Agard, Gatton, &c.' 
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FRATERNITY OF ST. KATHERINE. 

The date of the foundation of the Brotherhood of 
St. Katherine has not been ascertained, but in 1389 — 

* " In pursuance of a proclamation from the King's 
Council, Richard Breckford and Reginald Swetebon, 
citizens of London, custodes, or wardens of the Fra- 
ternity of St. Katerine founded in the church of *St. 
Botulph in Aldrichesgate, * London, appeared before 
the council of the Lord the King, at Westminster on 
the 30th day of January, in the 12th year of the reign of 
King Richard the 2nd, and presented a Return of the 
authority, foundation, inception, continuation, and regu- 
lations of the said Fraternity, as are more fully set out 
in the schedule hereunto annexed." 

The first " poynt " in the said schedule is " that when 
a brother or sister shall be received, that they shall be 
swore upon a book to the Brotherhood, for to hold up 
and maintain the poynts and the articles that be writ 
after following, each man to his power, saving his estate ; 
and that every brother and sister in token of love, 
charity, ancj peace at receiving, should kiss every other 
of them that be there. 

" If any of the Brotherhood suffer from poverty, old age 
that he may not help himself, sickness, or loss by fire or 
water, he shall have fourteen pence a week ; also what 
man is to take in to be a brother shall pay to the alms at 
his entry as the masters and he may agree ; and every 
quarter for to maintain the light and the alms of the 
Brotherhood, threepence. And if he have a wife and she 
will be a sister, the two to pay sixpence in the quarter, or 
2s. a year for them both. 

* Public Records, English Gilds, cccix., 9. See also Toulmin Smith's 
"English Gilds," p. 6. 
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" The brethren and sisters to assemble together in the 
church of St. Botolph on the day of St. Katherine and 
hear a mass, and * offer in the worship of her ' — and in 
the afternoon of the same day or the next Sunday fol- 
lowing, together to choose their masters for the year 
following." 

The brethren and sisters are to attend the burial of a 
brother or sister. The Gild shall pay costs of worshipful 
burial of any brother dying within ten miles of London, 
" if he were not of power to pay therefor himself." 

Loans may be granted to the brethren, in such amounts 
that one may be eased as well as another. 

"Also there should be found five tapers round, the 
weight of 20 lbs of wax for to be alight on high feast 
days, all five at all hours of the day in worship of God 
and of his mother, maiden Marie, and St. Katerine the 
glorious Virgin and Martyr, and of alle halwen.* And on 
Sundays and on other simple feasts, two shall be lit of 
the five tapers at High Mass. And if it so befall that a 
simple brother die, * that may not find himself no light,' 
then the five tapers should be made new and set about 
the body, and the torches also ; and * when any brother 
is ded ' that he have the torches ready to bring him with, 
to church if need be. 

"Also there should be four sufficient men for to keep the 
catel (chattels) well and sufficiently, that one do keep the 
box, another the key, and that other two receive the 
silver for quarterage ; and the four truly give up their 
accompt upon St. Katherine's day, before all the brethren, 
or else before six of the wisest men that ben (belong) to 
the chattels and the company aforesaid. 

" And to this Brotherhood they have a Vestment, a 
Chalice and a Mass book, price of lo marks." 

♦ Halloween — the eve or vigil of All Hallows, or festival of all Saints. 
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FRATERNITY OF ST. FABIAN AND ST. SEBASTIAN. 

The Brotherhood of St. Fabian and St. Sebastian was 
founded in the 51 Edward III., A.D. 1377. 

From a return made by the wardens in the 12th year 
of Richard II., A.D. 1389, to the King in council by order 
of Parliament, as to the usages, properties, &c. of English 
Gilds, we obtain the following particulars * : — 

" Gild of St. Fabian and St. Sebastian in the City of 
London, which is founded in the church of St. Botolph, 
Without Aldersgate. 

"Masters of the Fraternity, Johannes Duncastre, lyme- 
no' ; Ricardus Spaigne, pelliparius. 

Regulations : — When a brother or sister shall be 
received, he shall be sworn on a book to maintain the 
points and articles of the Brotherhood, and every brother 
and sister 'atte receyvynge,* should, in token of love, 
charity, and peace, *kisse other of those that ben 
then* 

Weekly help to the extent of I4d. is to be given in 
cases of suffering from poverty, old age, sickness, fire or 
water, or any other hap, so it be not through his own 
wretchedness. The young that fall into * meschef ' and 
hath nought of his own to help himself with, the Brethren 
shall help him. 

Every man to pay an entrance fee of half a mark 
and 3d. every quarter to maintain the light of the 
Brotherhood and the alms : wife of a brother to pay 
other 3d.a quarter. 

Every brother and sister to attend four times a year, 
when they be warned, on the penalty of 4od. to the box ; 
on the day of St. Fabian and St. Sebastian principally, 
hearing a mass of the aforesaid saints, and offering in 

* Public Records, English Gilds, cccix., 10. 
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worship of them ; also on the Sundays after Easter, 
Midsummer-day and Michaelmas-day. 

Burial of brother or sister to be attended: the 
common box to bear the cost of burial of those who 
have nought of their own to be buried with : those dying 
within ten miles of London (o be fetched to London for 
burial. 

" The brothers and sisters to find seven round tapers 
of one and twenty pounds of wax, to be lighted all 
seven, at all hours of the day on high feast days, in the 
worship of God and His Mother Marie, of St. Fabian and 
St. Sebastian, and of alle halwes; * and on Sundays, and 
on other simple feasts, two to be light at High Mass." 

Loans from the box may be granted to the Brother- 
hood, but to none other. 

Brethren ''alosed" of theft or of any other wicked 
fame to be put out of the Brotherhood, without any 
delay. 

Four good and true men shall keep the chattels 
belonging to the company, and give account on the day of 
St. Fabian and St. Sebastian — or else six of the wisest 
brethren — and each year the four shall be changed. 

Wardens shall not make new ordinances without 
assent of all the Brotherhood. 

"Of the goods and chattels pertaining to the fraternity 
are : 

In primis — Two vestments and one chalice and missal. 

Item one 14s. od. 

Item in gold and silver in the chest . .13s. 4d." 

Endorsed (on the above return) is a grant of a 
house in Aldersgate, by John de Thornton, citizen 
of London, and Johanna his wife, formerly wife of 
John of Thame, and executrix of the said John of 
Thame : — (in latin.) 

* All Hallows, or All Saints, ist November. 
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"Whereas the aforesaid John of Thame by his will 
proved, proclaimed and enrolled in the husting of the 
pleas of land of London on the Monday next after the 
feast of St. Barnabas the Apostle, in the twenty-third 
year of the reign of King Edward III. (1349), bequeathed 
all that tenement with the appurtenances, which he 
purchased from Sir William Lothewyk, knight, in the 
parish of St. Botolph, without Aldersgate, London, to his 
daughter Margaret, and her heirs lawfully begotten, and 
queathing, in the same testament, that if the aforesaid 
Margaret should die without heir of her body lawfully 
begotten, that then the aforesaid tenement with its 
appurtenances should be sold by his executors. The 
said Margaret is now deceased without heirs. 

" Know ye that we John de Thornton and Johanna his 
wife, by virtue of the said testament have sold, granted, 
and by this present writing confirm to Stephen Vant, 
bookbinder^ citizen of London ; John de Bokkynge, webbe* 
citizen of London ; Philip atte Vyne, cappere^ citizen of 
London, and Richard Lincoln, hatter^ citizen of London, 
the whole of the said tenement with all its appurtenances 
to have and to hold to the said Stephen, John de 
Bokkynge, Philip and Richard, their heirs and assigns, 
of the chief lords of the fee, by the services therefore 
due, and of right accustomed for ever. 

" In witness whereof, to this our present writing, we 
have set our seals. 

"John Philippot, [then Mayor of the City of 
London, 1378-9.] 

JohndeHeylesdoun, \ [then Sheriffs of 
William Baret, ) the said City.] 

Roger Elys, [then Alderman of that Ward 
— Aldersgate]. 
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" Given at London, ist October, in the third year of the 
the reign of Richard II., the second after the Conquest 
(A. D. 1379).* 

"The aforesaid tenement is worth seven marks 
(;^4 13s. 4d.) per annum, whereof there is reserved of 
quit rent 13s. annually." 

" And the aforesaid tenement is in the hands of the 
aforesaid feoffees, until hereafter by the license of the 
lord the King it can be conveyed in mortmain (potuerit 
amortizari) to the use of the aforesaid guild or fraternity; 
and the same feoffees, out of their devotion, when it shall 
so please them, pay the profits of the said tenement in 
aid of maintaining a light, and also in repairing the afore- 
said vestments, and in other devout and charitable 
works as in this behalf shall seem best.*' 

By his will f John of Thame bequeathed the whole of 
his brew-house tenements to his wife Joanna, for life, 
with remainder to his son Henry ; the tenement in 
Aldersgate, to his daughter Margaret ; and if they (the 
children) died without heirs, the properties were to be 
sold, and the money thereby obtained to be expended 
in various charitable works for his soul, &c. The 
residue of his goods he bequeathed to his wife and his 
two children. 

The licence in mortmain does not appear to have 
been obtained, for the property, described in a parish 
report as the church house, sometime the house of 
Katherine daughter of John of Thame, instead of being 
conveyed to the Fraternity of St. Fabian, was granted 
on the 5th November, 1384, (8 Richard 11) by John de 
Thornton to Philip atte Vyne, and William Clophull, 
Churchwardens of St. Botolph, and other parishioners. 

• This deed is enrolled in the Court of Hustings, Guildhall, London, 
No. 108(22). 

t Husting Roll, 77.30, Guildhall. 
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This would be in compliance with the terms of the will, 
and the two deeds evidently refer to the same premises 
John of Thame having left only one daughter (Margaret 
not Katherine), and one messuage in Aldersgate. He 
was "formerly a hatter," and probably carried on 
business in Aldersgate. A clause in his will directs his 
body to be buried in the churchyard of St. Botolph's. 
This property is still held by the parish, though the 
church house no longer remains. 

The grant of the Brotherhood of St. Fabian and St. 
Sebastian was confirmed by Henry IV. in the sixth year 
of his reign,* A.D. 1404. 

There is no account of the final disposal of the pos- 
sessions of the Fraternities of St. Katherine or of St. 
Fabian and St Sebastian, but without doubt they were 
taken by the Crown under the Act of i Edward VI., 
cap. 14, which vested in the King all sums of money 
devoted by any manner of corporations, gilds, frater- 
nities, companies or fellowships, or mysteries or crafts, 
to the support of a priest, obits, or lights. 

♦ Stow*s Survey, 





ST. MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND. 



The Collegiate Chapel of St. Martin's-le-Grand may 
claim a short notice, from its intimate connection with 
the varying fortunes of St. Botolph, without Aldersgate. 

It is difficult to produce conclusive evidence of the 
period when the church or chapel of St. Martin was 
first founded. That there was a building on the site 
of St. Martin's appropriated by the early Christians in 
our island to the worship of the true God is probable by 
the Bull of Pope Clement V. (a.d. 1307;, reciting the 
church among those exempted from episcopal jurisdic- 
tion, because they were founded before bishops were 
ordained in this kingdom,* and episcopal jurisdiction had 
been usurped over them in times of civil commotion.t 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor two Saxons 
of distinction, I ngelric and his brother Gerard, appear to 
have replaced the ancient chapel by a more important 
structure on the same site, and endowed it with lands 
for the maintenance of secular canons ; an ecclesiastical 
order governed by a rule of life less strict and rigorous 
than that of monks. This foundation and endowment 
took place in the year 1056, the fifteenth of the reign 
of Edward the Confessor. 

It is probable that, under the Saxon monarchy, 
Ingelric was Earl of Essex — a dignity not then heredi- 
tary, though of great importance. After the defeat of 
Harold at Hastings, Ingelric lost his possessions in 

* The Bishopric of London was founded by Ethelbert, A.D. 604. 
t Reg. St. Martini. 
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Essex, and, devoting himself to a religious life, became 
the first dean or custos of St Martin's. 

The endowment was confirmed in the second year 
of his reign (1067) by William the Conqueror, who gave 
in addition the Moor Land without Cripplegate, with 
lands in Essex and elsewhere, and also freed the church 
from all disturbance and exaction of any bishops, arch- 
deacons or their ministers, and from all royal impositions 
of service. This grant is " consented " and confirmed by 
the King ; his queen Matilda ; Richard, the King's son ; 
Stigand and Aldred, archbishops ; William, bishop 
of London ; the bishops of Bayeux and Lisieux ; three 
other bishops ; nine " abbats " ; sundry earls, chiefs, 
chancellors, chaplains, &c., concluding with John and 
Peter, cardinals of Rome, and legates of Pope Alexander. 

The canons of St. Martin's did not escape the troubles 
to which the disputed succession of Stephen to the throne 
of England gave rise ; traces of them are found in the 
restitution to them by Stephen of land and houses with- 
out Crepulsegate, — and that portion of the land with 
three stalls in the market^ &c. — affording incidentally a 
proof of the antiquity of Newgate Market, which was 
formerly close to the Precinct of St. Martin's-le-Grand.* 

About A.D. 1236 the small parish church of St. Leonard 
was founded by Walter or William Kyrkeham in the court 
or yard of the collegiate church of St. Martin, for the use 
of the inhabitants of the sanctuary. It was totally 
destroyed in the great fire of 1666, and the site of the 
church is now covered by the buildings of the General 
Post Office. 

From a very early period the dean and canons 
asserted and maintained the right that their walls should 
afford an asylum to offenders, or, as commonly expressed, 
that they should have the right of sanctuary. Indeed, 

* Kempe. 
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it would seem that the title of le-Grand was given to the 
chapel from the extraordinary privileges granted to it 
by several of our kings, as well as by the popes. 

As the simplicity of olden times declined aftd the luxu- 
ries and crimes of society increased, it is easy to imagine 
what hordes of profligate offenders took refuge within the 
walls of such privileged places. 

The sanctuary of St. Martin's-le-Grand is described 
as a receptacle for murderers, thieves, and fraudulent 
debtors. The abuses to which the privilege gave rise 
were the subject of frequent complaints from the 
citizens. They at times openly disputed, though with 
little success, the rights of sanctuary claimed by the 
canons of St. Martin's for their precinct. Evasive 
answers were generally given to the remonstrances 
addressed to the Crown, no improvements were made, 
and the evil was allowed to continue. The royal grants 
and papal bulls, added to the veneration so long paid to 
the privileges of the church, were too strong for innova- 
tion, and the sanctuary of St. Martin's continued in the 
plenitude of its saving power. 

In 1430 (8 Henry VI.) the mayor and sheriffs, who 
had forcibly withdrawn from the precinct of the sanc- 
tuary, one Henry Cypryan, a canon of Waltham, were 
ordered by a writ from the Crown to make reparation 
without delay, and to cause the above-mentioned canon 
to be brought back and restored to the said sanctuary. 

The alderman of Aldersgate Ward seems to have been 
frequently brought in contact with the dean and chapter 
of St. Martin's, in the discharge of his duties, and the 
following extracts taken from the register of St. Martin's 
illustrate the differences which arose in those days between 
the civil and ecclesiastical authorities : 

" In the year of our Lord, 1440, and the nineteenth 
year of the reign of King Henry VI, after that Philip 
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Malpas and Robert Marshall (Sheriffs of London), had 
broken the franchises and privileged places, first of 
Blanch Chapelton (or the White Friars), then of St. 
Katherine's (near the Tower), and afterwards of St. 
Bartholomew's in Smithfield, there came great multitudes 
to St. Martin's le Grand who broke the immunity and 
franchises thereof, in manner, as is contained in a letter 
sent from the Canons of the same place there being 
present unto Master Richard Caudray, then Dean.'* The 
letter relates to a prisoner who was rescued on his way 
to Guildhall for trial, and escaped into the sanctury, and 
is as follows : — 

"On St. Giles's day last (ist September, 1440), a 
soldier, whose name is Knyght, that was in * Newegate ' 
in prison, as he was led by an officer of the Countor 
towards Guildhall to Court, there came out of the 
'Panyer Ale ' for him five of his fellowship, not being 
of your franchise, but strangers, between the * Bocherie * 
and the bole heed (Bull Head), and bereft from the 
said officer the aforesaid soldier, with daggers drawn, 
and brought him with them into the sanctuary, at the 
west door of the church in the lane, making the 
officer to return again and token grithe of the place ; 
and soon after came the sheriffs with the Alderman 
of the ward (Aldersgate) and the Chamberlain of the 
city, and great multitude of people, into the church, 
and sent for the comissarie, charging him, on the king's 
behalf, to deliver the said prisoner and his aforesaid 
rescuers. And the comissarie said he had no such 
power, and might not deliver them without your assent 
and commandment ; and, thereupon, the alderman and 
the chamberlain went to the mayor with this afore- 
said answer, threatening and saying that the mayor 
should come and have them out in such wise that it 
should be impossible to us to bear. And afterwards the 

D 
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Alderman and the Chamberlain came again to the 
sheriffs at St. Martin's, and there they entreated so that 
we should keep them surely still, as we would answer 
for them to the king, till we had sent you word, and had 
answer from you ; and so they were put into your prison 
double fettered, every man with fetters that the sheriffs 
lent us, warning us to have them kept so still till your 
coming hither, or till we had other word from you. And 
after(wards), suddenly, (unweeting us), the same day at 
supper time the sheriffs came again, with the under- 
sheriffs and their counsel, with great multitude of people, 
desiring that the comissarie should deliver them. And 
he answered he would not fall into perjury for them, 
and finally he would not deliver them. Then the sheriffs 
bid us avoid, and took the prisoners with them against 

our assent and wills So what shall 

fall of this case we know not; for this day the said 
prisoners were led to Newgate, all naked save their 
linen clothes, two together chained by the neck, and 
manacled as traitors afore your gate, as in despite of 
the sanctuary, and as we be informed, be like to be 
dead in all haste, &c." Written in London, with heavy 
hearty the 2nd day of September, 1440. 

"The dean Richard (Caudray) complained to the 
king that their sacred rights were trampled on, and saith 
that the said place of St. Martin's was founded and 
endowed long time before the conquest, as well of pos- 
sessions as of franchises and liberties ; like as it 
appeareth as well by the charter of King William the 
Conqueror, as well as by a charter that Eustache, some 
time Erie of Bologne, made in the time of the said Con- 
queror unto the canons of the said place at that time 
being, which he offereth ready to shew, &c."* 

* Registrum CoUegii, St. Martini, London, contains transcripts of 
documents from the time of the Conquest to about the year 1450, soon 
after which date it was probably written. 
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The mayor and council contended that the Collegiate 
Church of St. Martin had no peculiar privilege more 
than any other church in the City. After long debates, 
the King, by advice of his Council, commanded the 
sheriffs to bring the prisoners before him in his Court of 
Chancery. 

In obedience to this command the sheriffs appeared 
and delivered up the delinquents, whom the Chancellor, 
by command of the King, remanded back to St. Martin's- 
le-Grand, there to remain in sanctuary during pleasure. 

" On the 26th day of July, in the twenty-ninth year 
of King Henry VI. (A.D. 1451), Mathew Philip, ♦ alder- 
man of the warde called Alderichesgate warde, for a 
certain imposition for wages of a crew of men-of-war, for 
the 'saufgarde' of Caleys (Calais), set by the mayor 
and aldermen of the City of London, upon the commons 
of the said city, would have levied a certain sum of money 
of the inhabitants of St. Martin's Lane which is sanctuary 
and privileged and within the precincts of St. Martin's, 
in and not of the said city or ward. 

" And for the said inhabitants would not pay the said 
sum so set on them, they have (taken) away certain of 
their goods by way of *stresse;' of which deed when 
Master Richard Caudray, then dean, Weis certified by his 
servants, he came to London and complained him unto 

* Sir Mathew Philip (or Phillipp), Goldsmith, elected Alderman of the 
Ward of Aldersgate, 28 Henry VI., 1450, Sheriff the following year, and 
Lord Mayor in 1463. He was knighted by Edward IV. and received the 
Cross of the Bath, with other Aldermen, on the occasion of the King's 
Marriage. The story told of Sir Thomas Coke, Lord Mayor, 1462, really 
belongs to Sir Mathew Philip. William Smith {Rouge^ragon^ 1597 — 161 8) 
says in his description of London, written in 1588, " This yeere, ye Sargeant's 
feast was kept at ye Bp..of Elie's place in Holbome. The maior, sheriffs, 
and aldermen were bidden thither. But when the maior looked to be sett, 
to kepe ye estate in ye hall, as it hath been used in all places of ye cittie 
and liberties out of ye King's presence, the L. Gray of Ruthin, then 
Treasurer of England, was there placed, wherefore the maior and the 
others departed home to his own house and there djrned." 

D 2 
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Wyfold, then mayor, and to the aldermen in the Guildhall, 
of the said wrong so done unto him by the said alderman. 
Where after consideration had among them it was 
answered by the recorder's deputy, that the alderman 
had done but as he ought, considering that St. Martin's 
Lane is under his distress and out of the precinct of St. 
Martin's and no sanctuary; and that they would all 
approve and stand by, desiring of the dean to charge the 
tenants to pay the money and they should have their 
distress : and the dean desired lyvere of the distress ; 
and, for he would not displease them, he would for his 
tenants lay down the money, though it be against law 
and reason, and also his charter and privileges. And 
thus the dean departed, and wrote to the king at 
Canterbury, and complained, on which his grace quickly 
considered the matter, and commanded the chancellor to 
send his writ unto the said alderman. This writ the 
alderman declined to obey, because all the City had made 
him party to defend the mayor against the dean. On 
this the dean brought to the alderman a second writ 
called an * alias,' followed by another called a ' pluries.' 
Also he had ready a letter under the * signet ' in case 
the alderman had not obeyed the writs, like as he 
did, which letter, a duke, two earls, and four barons, 
by contemplation of the right of the Church and the 
dean were ready to have delivered unto him ; the which 
letter, afterwards, at a dinner made by the said alderman 
purveying thereof unto the dean for amends, in the 
presence of the said mayor, recorder and others, the said 
dean delivered to him, the tenure of which letter is as 
follows : — 

" * By the king. Matthew Philip forasmuch, &c. . . . 
we will not suffer the said liberties and immuni- 
ties of our said chapel to be by you or any other, injured 
or defeated more now in our days than they have been 
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in our said noble predecessors' days before us. And for 
the payne in our said writ was as ye would eschew God's 
indignation and our's, the which it seemeth by your dis- 
obedient deeds ye set at little or nought, we charge you 
now to obey the contents of our said writ upbn the faith 
and allegiance ye owe unto us. Given, &c.' " 

By the Act of Chantries, i Edward VI., the Church of 
St. Martin's came into possession of the Crown. It Weis 
soon after pulled down, and its existence as an eccle- 
siastical establishment came to an end. The ground 
was covered by new buildings, which were let to strangers 
who claimed the benefit of the privileges and exemptions 
the canons formerly enjoyed. Many contests arose from 
time to time concerning these pretensions, and the 
exemption claimed from the jurisdiction of the City 
seems rather to be established by prescription than to 
have a good foundation under a religious establishment 
which was legally abolished.* 

In the time of Elizabeth the inhabitants of St. Martin's 
Liberty were chiefly French, Germans, Dutch, and Scots, 
foreigners being able to exercise their respective callings 
without molestation from the City authorities. 

"It is a place which yet claimeth privileges, and 
belonging to the City of Westminster. At the election of 
Burgesses of Parliament for that City, the inhabitants of St. 
Martin's Lane have their voices; and although within the 
City of London, and Ward of Aldersgate, yet it is exempt 
from their jurisdiction. In this Liberty they still have a 
Prison and a Bailiff, and keep Courts for mean actions. 
Its bounds and extent appear by the pricked lines in the 
map, severed from the Ward of Aldersgate. It contains 
but one principal street, and that is called St. Martin's- 
le-Grand. This street is a place of considerable trade ; it 
is a great thoroughfare and its houses well built." t 

* Noorthouck {C773), p. 545. f Strypc's "Stow," 1720. 
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In 1815 an Act of Parliament (55 George III. cap. xci.) 
was passed for clearing the area formerly occupied by the 
church and sanctuary of St. Martin's for the erection of 
a new Post Office. Under the Provisions of this Act, 
the precinct, or liberty, of St. Martin's-le-Grand was to 
be and be deemed to be within and form part of the 
Ward of Aldersgate within, to all intents, effects, con- 
structions, and purposes whatsoever. The metropolis 
thus achieved that conquest over the Precinct of St. 
Martin's which in former ages she had sought in vain, for 
by this decree the whole franchise was made to all intents 
and purposes a part of the City of London. 
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ST. BOTOLPH 

AND 

BOTOLPH'S TOWN, OR BOSTON. 



There are great discrepancies in the historical accounts 
of the life of St. Botolph * By one writer he is said to 
have been born in Cornwall, by another he is described 
as an English Saxon, and it has been also suggested 
that Ireland or Scotland was the land of his birth. The 
name, however, is purely Saxon. 

He appears to have entered early on a monastic life, 
and becoming deeply impressed with the great truths of 
Christianity, to have travelled with his Brother Adulph 
into Belgic Gaul, to enlarge his sphere of knowledge in 
the " schools of virtue " and religious houses, of which 
at that time there were few in England. 

The two brothers seem to have profited by the 
opportunities there afforded them, and to have soon made 
both name and position among the religious brethren. 
Adolph WeLs appointed to the Bishopric of Maestricht, 
" which he administered in so holy a manner " that he 
is honoured in France among the saints on the i/th of 
June, t 

Botolph returned to England to spread the truths he 
had learned. He made application to Ethelmund for a 
piece of land on which he might settle. " Then the un- 
wearied man of God looked about him everywhere till 

* Spelt also Botulph, and Buttolph. f Butler's Lives of the Saints. 
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at last he found by the mercy 'of God, such a spot, 
Ikanhoe, which was just the God-forsaken, devil-possessed 
spot he was in search of;" and a dismal spot it was, in 
the most dismal district of all England, in the Lincoln- 
shire Fens ; a " hoe," a mound covered with trees, 
girdled with rushes, in a vast stagnant morsiss, the haunt 
of wild fowl. There he settled and founded an abbey, 
in which he taught the brethren assembled the rules of 
Christian perfection, and the institutes of the Holy 
Fathers; his own example being most efficacious to 
instil the true spirit of every virtue. * 

There is some uncertainty as to the locality of 
Ikanhoe. Some writers affirm that it was towards 
Sussex (possibly from the circumstance that Ethelmund 
was king of the South Saxons), but the probability is 
that it was not far from Lincoln eastward. 

Botolph died A.D. 680, and was buried in the monastery 
which he had built. There his sacred reliques remained 
till the Danes invaded this island, and wasted all holy 
places with fire and sword, when they were transferred, 
part to the monastery of Ely and part to that of 
Thorney ; some portion being afterwards bestowed by 
Edward the Confessor on his own abbey of Westminster. 
His feast day is observed on the 17th of June, the day 
devoted in France to his brother Adolph. 

Some of these details are questioned by Baring-Goiild. 
He doubts if Adolph was bishop of Maestricht, and he 
says that Adolph and Botolph were not brothers, but 
that their " bodies being translated together " in 972, 
and these two saints being venerated on the same day, 
they were supposed to be brothers. 

Hatton says that " St. Botolph the Brittan " was born 
in Cornwall, and was eminent for working miracles in 
the time of King Lucius (A.D. 90-190?), but he admits 

* Baring-Gould— Lives of the Saints. 
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that he only repeats the traditions, without pledging 
himself to their accuracy. 

Few English saints have been more honoured by 
our ancestors. Innumerable churches throughout the 
country, as well as Botolph's Town (now Boston, in 
Lincolnshire) and Botolph's Bridge (now merged in the 
parish of Orton-longville, in Huntingdonshire), are called 
after him. Four parishes in London bear his name, 
and it is noteworthy that each is situated near one of 
the entrances of the City, Aldersgate, Aldgate, Billings- 
gate, and Bishopsgate. Whether the coincidence is 
accidental or otherwise does not appear. One of 
the ancient water-gates of the City, near St. Botolph's 
Church, Billingsgate, was called St. Botolph's Gate, and 
was granted or confirmed by William the Conqueror 
to the monks of Westminster, in these words : " Know 
ye that I have granted to God and St. Peter of 
Westminster, to the Abbot Vitalis, the gift which 
Almundus gave them, of the Porte — when he was there 
made monke — the Lord's Court with the houses and one 
wharfe, at the head of London Bridge." The wharf still 
retains the name of Botolph, but the gate has long 
since been removed. 

Botolph's town, or Boston, appears to have been from 
the nth to the isth century, a place of great resort 
by the Citizens of London, for purposes of trade. 
Frequent references are made to the town and its fairs, 
in the corporation records, and many privileges were 
granted to the Citizens in respect thereof. It was 
undoubtedly a shipping port and a place of considerable 
trade in 1205, ^^^ ^^^ commercial importance continued 
to increase, until (in 1281) it paid twice as much 
duty upon the great articles of export of the time 
as London; and during the ten years between 1279 
and 1288, more than one-third of the entire duty 
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paid upon those articles by the whole kingdom. 
At this time all the trade of England was to the eastward, 
and Boston, from its geographical position, its river and 
haven, was the best and most convenient port for 
Holland, Flanders, and France ; the only countries with 
which England had any commerce worth notice. 

The annual fairs which were very early established 
in diflferent towns, were the seasons when the greatest 
part of the internal trade of the kingdom was transacted. 
They were held both by prescription and royal charter, 
and yielded considerable profits to the lords or pro- 
prietors, who had jurisdiction in all matters of dispute, 
and administered justice at Courts of Pie Poudre which 
were appurtenant to every fair. 

An annual stock of clothing, groceries, and other 
things which the neighbourhood did not produce was 
laid in at these fairs, where every article of use or con- 
sumption was retailed by the merchants who attended 
them.* 

In the year 1213 (iSth John) there is a notice from — 
« The King :— t 

" To .the mayor and barons (aldermen) of London. 
Know ye that we will that the fairs of St. Botolph 
of Holland % be held so well and fully as ever they have 
been accustomed to be well and fully held ; and there- 
fore we command that you may go thither in security 
with your goods and merchandise." 

" Witness as above." § 

* Thompson's '* History of Boston," p. 323. 

t " Rotuli Litterarum Clausarum." 

t The district in which Boston is situated. 

§ In early times the Aldermen of London were styled Barons. In the 
Charter of Henry III, as given in the Liber Custumarum, it is written : — 
* Know that we have granted, and by this our present charter have 
confirmed, unto our Barons of the City of London, that they may elect 
from among themselves, their Mayor each year.' 
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I 

In 12 18 the King extended the fair of St. Botolph 
to eight days complete from the day of St. John the 
Baptist (24th June). * 

In the returns made to a commission of inquiry 
issued nth October, 1274, 2 Edward I., we findf that 
the burgesses of London claimed tronage (or right of 
weighing) of lead and wool and all the other rights of 
weighing at St. Botolph's in the fee of the Court of 
Richmond and Simon son of Simon. 

The following extract from the Liber Albus, shows 
the powers exercised by the Sheriffs in those days, and 
the importance attached to the fair : 

" In the same year, 1274, it was found that twenty- 
seven men had suffered damage to the amount of ;£"2o, 
from being compelled by the sheriff of Lincoln (Walter 
Shelfhanger) under a false writ to go from Lincoln to 
London at the feast of the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist, whereby they lost the fair of St. Botolph." 

Among the records J of the Corporation at Guildhall 
(A.D. 1298) is a letter patent from the Lord Mayor and 
Commons, appointing wardens to protect the interests 
of the citizens of London at the approaching fair of St. 
Botolph. The document is interesting, and runs thus : — 

" To all Stewards, Bailiffs, and Officers of the Fair of 
St. Botolph, and other faithful of Christ, to whom the 
present letters shall come, Henry le Galeys, Mayor of 
the City of London, and the whole Commons greeting. 
Know ye that we have ordained, made, and constituted 
our beloved in Christ, Elyas Russel, John de Armenters, 
William de Paris, and William de Mareys, our citizens, 
our wardens, and attorneys at the approaching Fair of 
St. Botolph, for prosecuting and challenging and 
demanding all our citizens, from whatever cause they 

* Patent Rolls, 2nd Henry III., part i, memb. 3. 

+ Hundred Rolls, p. 385. t Letter Book B, fol. 96. 
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may be attached or impleaded in any of your courts, and 
for doing full right to all complaining against them 
according to the law merchant. Ratifying and esteem- 
ing proper whatever the same Elyeis, John,, William, and 
William, or any of them, shall do in the foregoing, and 
they or any of them shall hold ought to be done in all 
matters which to the liberty of the City aforesaid and 
ouc citizens in any manner appertain. In testimony 
whereof we have to these presents set the Common Seal. 
Dated London, Sunday, the Festival of St. Margaret the 
Virgin [13th July], the 26th year of the reign of King 
Edward I., son of King Henry [A.D. 1298]." 

There is also a mandate,* 29 Edward I. (A. D. 1301), 
reserving the rights of the citizens at the fair of St. 
Botolph's town, to this effect : — 

" Whereas by our ancestors formerly Kings of England, 
it has been granted by charters of the same to the citizens 
of London that no one of them shall plead or be impleaded 

without the walls of the city of London 

. . . . also we have again for ourselves and our heirs 
confirmed to our aforesaid citizens, their successors, 
(citizens of the same city) the grants, liberties, 
acquittances, and free customs in the aforesaid charters 
contained, and have also of our special favor renewed 
and granted them to be in force for ever, as in our 
aforesaid charter is more fully contained. We enjoin 
you that you permit those our citizens to use and 
enjoy their liberties, acquittances, and free customs in the 
fairs aforesaid, according to the tenor of our charter afore- 
said not in any thing molesting or troubling them contrary 
to the tenor of the same. Witness myself at Kenilworth, 
the second day of June, the twenty-ninth year of our 
reign." 

The Inquisition, 8 Edward III., upon the death of 

♦ Letter Book C, fol. 59. 
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John of Brittany, late Earl of Richmond, taken at 
the town of Saint Botolph, 2oth September, 1333, gives 
some information respecting the rents of the market 
houses, &c. 

''There are also there certain houses and moveable 
selds which are worth, from the Feast of Saint Michael 
to the Feast of Saint Botolph, out of the time of the 
fairs, when large numbers of traders resort there with 
wines, fish, herrings, spices, and other merchandise, £6 
for the said time, and when the traders do not attend 
in large numbers, they are not worth so much. And 
they say that the said houses and moveable selds, 
together with two selds within the gate of the said 
messuage, and some vacant places in the said town 
for constructing selds, from the Feast of St Michael 
throughout the time of the Fair, [which] are worth for the 
same period, when there is a concourse there and number 
of traders ;£^ioo, and not more, because foreigners do 
not come there as they have been accustomed to 
do " 

The same document recites that all the fairs of Boston 
were held between the feast of St Botolph Qune 17th) 
and that of St Michael (September 29th.)* 

Not only were their privileges not to plead or be im- 
pleaded beyond the walls of London preserved to the 
citizens when attending the fairs at Boston, but the 
sittings of the Hustings Court, in London, were suspended 
for one month from the feast of St. Botolph, for the 
convenience of those who might visit the fair. 

In 1416 (4 Henry V.)t it was shown to the mayor 
and aldermen on behalf of the commonalty that whereas 
from of old it hath been the custom every year for one 
month after the feast of St Botolph the Abbot (17th 
June) to hold no Husting therein for the reason that many 

* " Inqnis. Post-Mortcm," No. 70. f Letter book I, fol. 176. 



46 ST. BOTOLPH, ALDERSGATE, 

persons, as well citizens of this city as others, who had 
suits and pleas pending at the Hustings, resorted to the 
market or fair of St. Botolph then being held at Boston, 
for the purpose of trading there. Now for many years 
past the fair had entirely ceased, though still no Husting 
was held for one month after the feast of St. Botolph, to 
the manifest retarding of law and justice. 

The mayor and aldermen assenting to the entreaty 
with the assent and consent of the said commonalty, 
ordained that in future the husting shall be held in the 
city, on the feast of St. Botolph and during the month 
after, the same as at other times of the year. 

Thus terminated the connection of the citizens of 
London with the fairs of St. Botolph, in the district of 
Hoiland, or Holland, Lincolnshire. It is difficult to 
realise the energy of the city merchants in undertaking 
year by year the journey to Boston, to buy and sell their 
wares, in such numbers as to interfere with the sittings of 
the courts of justice in London. At the same time, the 
importance attached to the trade carried on at these 
great annual gatherings, is clearly demonstrated. 




LITTLE BRITAIN. 



We are accustomed to speak of St. Botolph's Church as 
being situated in Aldersgate Street, but it is properly in 
Little Britain, and all the old writers so describe it. 

Little Britain is said to derive its name from the Duke 
of Bretagne, who, according to Stow, lodged there. 

In the early edition (1598) the term Britain Street is 
used, but in Strype's edition 1754, it reads Little 
Britain, formerly called Britain Street. 

Delaune, in his " Present State of London," written in 
1682, describes the church as being in Britain Street. 

Maitland* says that in this street was the duke's 
city mansion, near the church of St. Botolph ; but for 
several ages entirely erased, and the site alienated to 
private property, whose buildings are now (1756) also 
become ruinous. 

Newton t writes, " It is conjectured that the mansion 
and grounds of this family were at the south-west angle, 
near the middle of this street, and that their gardens 
extended to the town ditch, under the City wall. Braun 
and Hogenbergium's map represents on this spot a large 
house with a garden, presumed to be the palace in 
question. But there was also a large house and garden 
on the north side of this street, now called Little Britain, 
opposite to the gate of St. Botolph's Churchyard, and we 
have not been able to ascertain with certainty which 
of the two was the site of the Duke's residence." 

Noorthouck, in his "History of London" (1773), 

* Vol. ii. p. 265. t ** London in the Olden Time, p. 77." 
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states that Little Britain is so called from the Duke 
of Brittany's palace, and describes the Duke as being 
Arthur, nephew of King John. 

This statement is questionable. 

Arthur, Duke or Earl of Britain and Earl of Rich- 
mond, born in 1186, was the posthumous and only son 
of Geoffrey, fourth son of Henry II., and brother of 
Richard I. and King John. Geoffrey married Constance, 
daughter and heir of Conan le Petit, Earl of Britain, with 
whom her said father gave unto him the counties of 
Britain and Richmond. * 

When Richard I. undertook the crusade to the 
Holy Land, he, by a formal will, declared his nephew 
Arthur to be his successor, as being the son of Duke 
John's elder brother. 

On the death of Richard, Arthur was proclaimed king 
of England and duke of Normandy, and being aided by 
Philip Augustus, king of France, he made war against 
King John. Hostilities were carried on with varying 
success, but eventually Arthur was taken prisoner by 
John's forces at Mirabeau, in Normandy, and lodged in 
Rouen Castle, where he died (some say was murdered) 
in the year 1203, being ^t that time 17 years of age. 
Arthur was only 14 years of age when he escaped to 
France, and it does not appear that he ever returned to 
England. Therefore it is extremely improbable that any 
mansion in London could have been named after him. 

The first count or earl of Brittany, Allan Fergaunt 
of the Red, came to England with William the Conqueror. 

The last duke, Francis, succeeded to the title in the 
year 1458. He left one daughter, Anne, heiress of 
Brittany, who married Lewis XII., king, of France, and 
thus annexed the duchy of Brittany to the Crown of 
France.t 

♦ Sandfords Kings of England, 1677 f Burke. 
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In the Hustings Rolls, there is a grant (Roll 44, Art. 41, 
9 E. ii., 13 1 5) from William de Langewerwe and Isabella, 
his wife, to John of Brittany, (9th) Earl of Richmond, of 
houses in the parish of St. Martin's, Ludgate. From 
other sources we learn that the Earls of Richmond were 
connected with the church of the Grey Friars, upon the 
site of whose monastery now stands Christ Church, 
Newgate Street, and also that in 161 1 the town mansion 
of the early Dukes of Brittany, and Earls of Pembroke 
was acquired for the purpose of erecting Stationers' Hall. 

The " Inquis. Post-Mortem," at the Public Record 
Office, do not show that any one of the Dukes of 
Bretane, or Britannia, * possessed property in this 
locality, at the time of his death. 

It will be observed that in the inventory of the pro- 
perty of the Fraternity of St. Fabian and St. Sebastian, a 
tenement is described £is being situated in "Peti-britane." t 

But whether Little Britain takes its name from 
Britain Street or Petibritane, or whether it obtained its 
name at or near the time when a neighbouring property 
was first called Petty or Petit Wales, is a question which 
the doubtful authorities now available render it very 
difficult to decide. } 

This locality, through the reigns of Charles I., Charles 
II., James II., and William and Mary, was as remark- 
able for its booksellers as Paternoster Row is at the 
present day. John Day the most eminent typographer 
of his time, 1546 — 1584, and the first in England who 
printed in Saxon characters, dwelled over Aldersgate, 
and sold his books in his shop under the gate. Richard 

* Variously written, Britain, Bretagne, Bretaine, Bretane, Brittany and 
Britannia. 

t Page 20 infra. 

X In Hustings Roll g.g. (126) at Guildhall, mention is made of 
*'Littel London." 

E 
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Cheswell, of Little Britain, buried in St. Botolph's 
Church in 171 1, is described as the "Metropolitan 
Bookseller of England." 

The neighbourhood in which the church is situated 
has been so graphically described by the facile pen of 
Washington Irving, that some of the prominent features 
of his most amusing account, written in 1822, may 
well bear transcribing :* — 

" Little Britain may truly be called the heart's core of 
the city ; the stronghold of John BuUism. It is a frag- 
ment of London as it was in its better days, with its 
antiquated folks and fashioi;is. Here flourish in great 
preservation many of the holyday games and customs of 
yore. The inhabitants most religiously eat pancakes on 
Shrove Tuesday, hotcross-buns on Good Friday, and 
roast goose at Michaelmas; they send love-letters on 
Valentine's Day, burn the Pope on the fifth of Novem- 
ber, and kiss all the girls under the misletoe at Christmas. 
Roast beef and plum-pudding are also held in super- 
stitious veneration, and port and sherry maintain their 
grounds as the only true English wines, all others being 
considered vile outlandish beverages. 

" Little Britain has its long catalogue of city wonders, 
which its inhabitants consider the wonders of the world, 
such as the great bell of St. Paul's, which sours all the 
beer when it tolls ; the figures that strike the hours at 
St. Dunstan's clock ; the Monument ; the lions in the 
Tower ; and the wooden giants in Guildhall. They still 
believe in dreams and fortune-telling, and an old woman 
that lives in Bull and Mouth Street makes tolerable 
subsistence by detecting stolen goods, and promising the 
girls good husbands. They are apt to be rendered 
uncomfortable by comets and eclipses ; and if a dog 
howls dolefully at night, it is looked upon as a sure sign 

* Sketch Book, toI. il p. 117. 
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of a death in the place. There are even many ghost 
stories current, particularly concerning the old mansion- 
houses, in several of which it is said strange sights are 
sometimes seen. Lords and ladies, the former in full- 
bottomed wigs, hanging sleeves and swords ; the latter 
in lappets, stays, hoops, and brocade, have been seen 
walking up and down the great waste chambers, on 
moonlight nights, and are supposed to be the shades of 
the ancient proprietors in their court dresses. 

" Little Britain has likewise its sages and great men. 
One of the most important of the former is a tall, dry 
old gentleman, of the name of Skryme, who keeps a 
small apothecary's shop. He has a cadaverous counte- 
nance, full of cavities and projections, with a brown 
circle round each eye, like a pair of horn spectacles. He 
is much thought of by the old women, who consider him 
as a kind of conjurer, because he has two or three 
stuffed alligators hanging up in his shop, and several 
snakes in bottles. He is a great reader of almanacks 
and newspapers, and is much given to pore over alarm- 
ing accounts of plots, conspiracies, fires, earthquakes, and 
volcanic eruptions ; which last phenomena he considers 
as signs of the times." 

" There are two annual events which produce great stir 
and sensation in Little Britain. These are St. Bartholo- 
mew's Fair and the Lord Mayor's Day. During the 
time of the fair, which is held in the adjoining regions of 
Smithfield, there is nothing going on but gossiping and 
gadding about. The late quiet streets of Little Britain 
are overrun with an irruption of strange figures and 
faces ; every tavern is a scene of rout and revel. The 
fiddle and the song are heard from the tap-room, morn- 
ing, noon, and night ; and at each window may be seen 
some group of boon companions, with half-shut eyes, 
hats on one side, pipe in mouth, and tankard in hand, 
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fondling, and prozing, and singing maudlin songs over 
their liquor. Even the sober decorum of private families, 
which I must say is rigidly kept up at other times among 
my neighbours, is no proof against this saturnalia. 

"There is no such thing as keeping maid servants 
within doors. Their brains are absolutely set madding 
with Punch and the Puppet Show, the Flying Horses, 
Signor Polito, and the . Irish Giant, The children, too, 
lavish all their holyday money in toys and gilt ginger- 
bread, and fill the house with the lilliputian din of 
drums, trumpets, and penny whistles. 

" But the Lord Mayor's Day is the great anniversary. 
The Lord Mayor is looked up to by the inhabitants of 
Little Britain as the greatest potentate upon earth ; his 
gilt coach with six horses as the summit of human 
splendour ; and his procession, with all the sheriffs and 
aldermen in his train, as the grandest of earthly pageants. 
How they exult in the idea that the King himself dare 
not enter the City without first knocking at the gate of 
Temple Bar, and asking permission of the Lord Mayor ; 
for if he did, heaven and earth ! there is no knowing 
what might be the consequence. The man in armour 
who rides before the Lord Mayor, and is the city 
champion, has orders to cut down everybody that offends 
against the dignity of the City ; and then there is the 
little man with a velvet porringer on his head, who sits 
at the window of the state coach and holds the city 
sword, as long as a pikestaff. Od's blood ! if he once 
draws that sword, majesty itself is not safe. 

" Under the protection of this mighty potentate, there- 
fore, the good people of Little Britain sleep in peace. 
Temple Bar is an effectual barrier against all interior 
foes ; and as to foreign invasion, the Lord Mayor has but 
to throw himself into the Tower, call in the train bands, 
and put the standing army of beef-eaters under arms, 
and he may bid defiance to the world." 
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